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TOWMAN SAFETY

Staggering
Statistics

Reflections on Crash
Responder Safety
Week 2024

By Todd A. Leiss

g the dust settles from this vear's

Crash EResponder Satetr Weak

(CRSW), which took place on

Movember 18-22, 2024, the Federal
Highway Administration [FHWA)
continued to highlight the importance
of ensuring the safetv of emergency
responders on our roadwayvs, This vear's
theme, “Responders Ahead! Reduce Your
Spead as You Proceed,” resonated strongly
with communities across the nation,
emnphasizing the critical need for drivers
te slow down and move over for those
who dedicate their lives to keeping our
roadwavs safe
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RECAP OF THE WEEK

Crash Responder Safety Week serves as
a.narmua]remmder-:ﬂheaacrl.ﬁueamdehv
ﬁrstrespunders,]:luhceufﬁcer&rﬁreafhclals,
paramedics, and towing and recovery
operators who rmespond to accdents
and emergencies on our highwavs. The
FHWA began commemorating CRSW In
2016, originally under the name Mational
Teaffic Incident Responder Awareness
Week (NTIRAW)L Since its imception,
CESW has evolved and is now observed
annually during the second full week of
Movember. This initiative is embraced by
national associatlons, state departments
of transportation, departments  of
public safety, metropolitan  planning
organizations, and local departments
of public works, cities, and individual
responders bo bring attention o teaffic
incident responder safedy.

This wear, CRSW raised awareness
of the dangers these hetoes face daily.
Sinca 2019, a staggering 293 emergency
responders have been struck and killed
on U5 roadwavs, including 114 towing
and recovery operators and road service
techniclans., These statistics highlight
the urgent meed to promote sater driving
practices around @mergency scemnes,

Each dav of the week featured a
different topic to guide the message:

* Monday, 11/18: Responders Ahead!

Reduce Your Speed as You Procesd.
¢ Tuesday, 11/19: Driver Education
* Wednesday, 11/ 20: Responder Tralning
¢ Thursday, 11/21; More Than a Crash
¢ Friday, 11/ 22; Slow Down, Move Over

STATE PROCLAMATIONS

In additbon to these focused themes,
numerous states took the opportunity
to issue procamations from governors
supporting Crash Responder Safety Week.
These procamations helped to elevate
the meszage statewide and reinforced the
commitment to the safety of emergency
responders, showcasing the importance of
community involvement in this initiative,

With a focus on these daily themes
and the backing of state leadership, »
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the FHWA called on drivers to
remain vigilant and respectful when
encountering  emergency  vehicles,
Thousands of motorlsts participated
in disoussions and events aimed at
promoting the crucial message that
slowing down and changing lanes
can save lives

FOCUSING ON TOW
OPERATORS

A significant aspect of this year’s
CRSW was the inclusion of towing and
recovery operators, recognizing their

integral role in roadside satetv. These
protessionals work tirelessly to dear
the roads after accidents and provide
asabstance to stranded motorlsts, ofben
in dangerous conditions

By highlighting their
contributions during CRSW, the
FHWA underscored the broader
challenges all emergency service
personne] tace on busy madways,

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
AND EDUCATION
Throughout Crash Responder

Safety Week, a varletv of outreach
initiatives took place, including
comimunity  workshops,  soclal
medla campaigns, and educational
FroErams, Agancies amnd
orgatizations collaborated to share
important statistics and personal
stories, bringing to light the real-life
impact of speeding and distracted
driving amund emergency situations,
State and local agencies reported
increasad community engagement,
with many residents pledging to
adopt safer driving habits. Evenis
in schools and on socal media
platforms buzzed with posts about
the importance of slowing down for
responders, fostering a culture of
respect and caution on the roads.

MOVING FORWARD

As CRSW came to a close tHhe
ettorts and awareness it created
did not end with the week. The
FHWA  encourages drivers  to
internalize these lessons  year-
round. By continuing to prioritize
safety, respecting the work of our
arst responders, amd adhering to
laws regarding =peed limits around

EMETEENCY SCenes, we can  all
contribute to safer highways.

The wnifving message from
CRSW—slowing down and being
avara  (amd moving overl—is  a
shared responsibility. Together, we
can honor the heroes who serve our
communities while ensuring the
safety of everyone on the road

As we reflect on the impactful
events of Crash Responder Safety
Waal 2024 lat's commit to maLmE
our roadways sater everv day, not
just during one designated week,
The lves saved mav be those of
our neighbors, friends, or family
members—those who go o work
every day to protect and assist us
mest certainly deserve our respect on

the road. m
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